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October 10, 2017   
 
RE:  Consultation on new proposed grizzly bear hunting regulations in British Columbia; 

Comments from the Association of Professional Biology. 
  
The Association of Professional Biology (APB) wishes to provide feedback on the proposed 
changes to grizzly bear hunting regulations in British Columbia. The APB consists primarily of 
qualified registered biology professionals who hold membership with the College of Applied 
Biology. The APB works to support the practice and profession of registered biology 
professionals through ensuring that the application of sound biological science and stewardship 
principles remain a central tenet to natural resource management and decision making. 
 
Grizzly bears represent an important component of the British Columbia landscape. They play a 
key role in maintaining healthy ecosystems, contribute to economic and social aspects of BC’s 
tourism and recreation industries, and in general are an indicator of the ecological integrity of 
our environment. As such, it’s important that the management of this species is undertaken 
following scientifically-defensible approaches to ensure the sustainability of grizzly bear 
populations across the province. Decisions made in BC have important implications for global 
conservation, as this province supports a large share of remaining grizzly bears in North 
America.  
 
Current management of grizzly bears and their harvest in BC uses a combination of population 
inventory and modeling to estimate grizzly bear populations1. Several external scientific reviews 
of BC’s grizzly bear management have been completed in the past, to assess the adequacy and 
accuracy of these population estimation methods2,3.  
 
 
1Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations (FLNRO). 2012. British Columbia Grizzly Bear Population Estimate 
for 2012. Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations, Victoria, BC. 9 pp. Available at: 
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/fw/wildlife/docs/Grizzly_Bear_Pop_Est_Report_Final_2012.pdf  
2Boyce, M.S., A.E. Derocher, and D.L. Garshelis. 2016. Scientific Review of Grizzly Bear Harvest Management System in British 
Columbia. Report provided to Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations, Victoria, BC. 55 pp. Available at: 
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/fw/wildlife/management-issues/docs/grizzly-bear-harvest-management-2016.pdf  
3Peek, J., J. Beecham, D. Garshelis, F. Messier, S. Miller, and D. Strickland. 2003. Management of Grizzly Bears in British 
Columbia: A Review by an Independent Scientific Panel. Report provided to Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection, Victoria, 
BC. 90 pp. Available at: http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/documents/gbear_finalspr.pdf  
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In both reviews, areas for improvement were identified in how BC estimates grizzly populations, 
particularly emphasizing opportunities to improve the accuracy of scientific estimates through an 
increase in population inventories and reduced reliance on subjective, model-based population 
estimates. Because grizzlies have a low reproductive rate4,5, unexpected changes in bear 
mortality can have a significant effect on the recovery of threatened populations and on the 
sustainability of populations currently considered healthy. Continuous and accurate monitoring 
of population size at both the provincial and population unit scales is required, even if the 
government alters hunting regulations, due to the variety of other factors that influence grizzly 
survival. 
 
The APB recommends that future management decisions incorporate relevant 
recommendations from these and other past scientific reviews, building on what we already 
know while also seeking to address information gaps. In addition, other management actions 
are also required to ensure sustainability of grizzly bear populations in BC including recovery of 
at-risk populations, road and habitat management, public education, and actions to manage and 
minimize bear-human conflict.   
 
The APB will continue to advocate for management decisions based on scientifically rigorous 
information. Employing the best available scientific methods to assess population size, trends 
and sources of mortality will strengthen our understanding of grizzly populations, provide 
everyone with greater certainty about the long-term sustainability of grizzly bear populations, 
and also guide us to effective management approaches, including appropriate, scientifically-
defensible changes to harvest regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4Craighead, J.J., F.C. Craighead, Jr., and J. Sumner. 1974. Reproductive Cycles and Rates in the Grizzly Bear, Ursus arctos 
horribilis, of the Yellowstone Ecosystem. International Conference Bear Res. and Manage. 3:97-109. 
5COSEWIC. 2012. COSEWIC Assessment and Status Report on the Grizzly Bear Ursus arctos in Canada. Committee on the Status 
of Endangered Wildlife in Canada. Ottawa. Xiv + 84 pp. 


